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Somalia 


Foreign Minister Discusses Regional Concerns 


PM 1406134890 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 13 Jun 90 p 3 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Ahmed Jama Abdulle 
hv Zaki Shihab in Mogadishu; date not given] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Shihab] There have 
recently been reports of the presence of Israeli advisers 
ir Ethiopia. Does your government have any informa- 
tion about this matter? 


{Abdulle] That presence in Ethiopia is a problem, and it 
was one of the reasons for our demand that this issue be 
included on the [Arab] Summit agenda. 


There is a treaty between us and Ethiopia. It calls for the 
suspension of media campaigns against one another. But 
the only reason which made Somalia raise this question 
is Israel, because it will have a bad effect on all states. 


[Shihab] What does the treaty stipulate? 


{[Abdulle] It was signed early in 1988, and it stipulates 
that the two governments must not interfere in one 
another’s internal affairs. There is a major disagreement 
between us over the Ogaden problem, and this agree- 
ment prepares the atmosphere for us to discuss that 
major is.ue. The exchange of embassies is one of the 
issues d~alt with by the agreement. [passage omitted] 


[Shihab] There has been some tension along the border 
between Somalia and Djibouti. Some reports even said 
that a Somali penetration into Djibouti's territory took 
place. What is the status of relations between the two 
countries now? 


{[Abdulle] This question was discussed by Presidents 
Mohamed Siad Barre and Hassan Gouled on the side- 
lines of the extraordinary Arab summit meeting in 
Baghdad. | personally held a meeting with my opposite 
number, the Djibouti foreign minister. 


I would like to tell you that the disagreement that 
occurred did not reach the stage of hostility between the 
two sides. The Somalis and the Afars are one family, and 
all issues between us are resolved through dialogue. The 
atmosphere is good now. And there will be contacts and 
we will meet soon, God willing. 


[Shihab] With regard to your country’s relations with 
Ethiopia, why does the dispute with it tend sometimes to 
escalate and at other times disappear? 


[Abdulle] There is a treaty between us and Ethiopia, and 
there is a committee which comprises officials from both 
countries, including myself and the Ethiopian foreign 
minister. The task of the committee, which will meet 
soon, is to clear the air and resolve differences. 
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{Shihab} The Somali Government has appealed to the 
refugees to return to their countries. There is also tak 
about international aid being allocated to finance this. 


[Abdulle] So far no UN or other aid has heen supplied. 
The international organization has lavached an appeal 
to the international community to help to rebuild the 
north, which has been destroyed, and this is included in 
the government's program. 


We have appealed to the refugees to return. A program 
has been drawn up to rebuild the towns which have been 
damaged in recent years. 


At present the opposition continues to launch military 
offensives, thus not encouraging the government, which 
wishes to contribute to the rebuilding process, to provide 
any material support. 


[Shihab] What is the size of the area controlled by the 
opposition in the north of the country? 


[Abdulle] There are absolutely no areas controlled by the 
opposition. There is a guerrilla war launched indiscrim- 
inately by the oppositionists against both civilian and 
military centers and sites. 


[Shihab] From which territory do they launch their 
attacks on your forces? 


[Abdulle] I do not want to discuss this issue. There ts a 
treaty between us and Ethiopia, and we do not want to 
engage in an argument over that. 


[Shihab] Over the past few months Eritrean fighters have 
succeeded in recapturing strategic areas—most impor- 
tantly the port of Mits‘iwa—from the Ethiopian forces. 
How do you view the importance of the shift which has 
occurred on the ground? 


{[Abdulle}] I told your newspaper in the past that the 
fighters’ occupation of the port of Mits‘iwa is important 
and represents a major shift at the level of the forces’ 
control in the region, and we are following this with 
interest. President Siad Barre explained our country’s 
position on the Eritrean people’s cause and emphasized 
every people’s right to independence, freedom, and 
self-determination. This obviously applies to the Eri- 
trean people. We believe that the dispute should be 
resolved through dialogue and an understanding in order 
to spare the conflicting parties material and moral losses. 


[Shihab] What is the status of your country’s relations 
with the Eritrean revolution? 
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[Abdulle] I prefer not to discuss that question. [passage 
omitted] 


[Shihab] Do fundamentalist activities in Somalia 
threaten to create new political equations, despite the 
change which is taking place? 


[Abdulle] We issue a warning to any activities aiming to 
threaten security. We do not fear the fundamentalist pres- 
ence, because they represent a religion in which our we as a 
people believe. But it is not permissible for such activities to 
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deviate from the traditions and natural conditions through 
which they must spread, or seek to achieve aims that are not 
in Somalia's and the Islamic nation’s interests. 


[Shihab] With regard to the refugee issuc, is there a 
willingness to cooperate with Sudan and Ethiopia to 
resolve their problem? 


[Abdulle}] Meetings were held recently in Geneva to that end. 
The meetings were lield at the level of experts and represen- 
tatives from the int rnational organizations concerned. 
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Maprdela Calls for Continuation of Sanctions 


M4B2006 184990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1847 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Excerpt] New York, June 20, SAPA—The black people 
of South Africa were changing the political scene in the 
country and had already shattered the dreams of those 
whites who once hoped they would always be master 
over them, ANC [African National Council] Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela said in New York on 
Wednesday [20 June] at the start of his | 2-day, eight-city 
tour of the United States. 


Mr. Mandela and his wife, Winnie, arrived to a hero's 
welcome at 11H30 (17H30 SA [South African] time) at 
the John F. Kennedy Airport to a red carpet reception by 
New York Mayor David Dinkins, who headed a long line 
of VIP’s waiting to shake the ANC leader's hand. 


His arrival from Montreal on Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney's official jet aircraft was carried live 
from the airport by a dozen American televison and 
radio stations. 


In New York City, thousands of people had gathered 
from early morning in preparation for the ticker-tape 
parade in honour of Mr. Mandela. 


Mr. Mandela was welcomed with Mr. Dinkins by the 
governor of New York State, Mario Cuomo, and New 
Jersey's governor, Jim Florio, who both paid tribute in 
short speeches to the shining symbol of freedom the 
71-year-old ANC leader represented. 


In his address, Mr. Mandela said: “It is an honour and 
source of tremendous joy and strength for us to be 
received with such a rousing welcome by the people of 
this city.” 


He reiterted his thanks to the people of New York and 
the U.S. for their support over the years for the freedom 
struggle in South Africa and said his message was simple: 
“Sanctions must be maintained.” 


“Today, we can see light at the end of the tunnel, and we 
are appealing to you in all humility that you must join us 
in the internal action we are taking to force the SA 
Government to abandon apartheid. 


“The only way we can walk together on this difficult road 
1s for you to ensure sanctions are applied.” 


In his closing remarks, Mr. Mandela said: “The black 
people of South Africa are busy changing the political 
scene in Our country. 


“The dreams of those who once wished they would remain 
forever the masters, with the blacks as servants, have been 
completely shattered by the actions of the people. 


“We hope this visit will serve to strengthen the struggle 
in our country.” [passage omitted] 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 3 


Mitterrand Supports Maintaining Sanctions 


MB1906160090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 19 June 90 


[Text] President Francois Mitterrand of France unex- 
pectedly spoke in favor of maintaining sanctions against 
South Africa. He tola LE MONDE new-naper that the 
tine is not yet right to lift sanctions agaim_. South Africa. 
He said that sanctions were introduced to end apartheid, 
but that the policy still exists in South Africa. President 
Mitterrand’s remarks follow reports that the EC mem- 
ber-countries are seriously divided on even the partial 
lifting of sanctions. 


EC ministers of foreign affairs are meeting in Luxembourg 
to finalize arrangements for next week’s summit among the 
leaders. Diplomats say that Britain and probably West 
Germany will insist at this summit that President F.W. de 
Kerk be rewarded for his policy on reform. 


Foundation Writes U.S. on Mandela's Politics 


MB2006052890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0056 
GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] Johannesburg June 19 SAPA [dateline as received|— 
The International Freedom Foundations’ [IFF] head office 
in Washington has sent U.S. Congress members a letter on 
Mr Nelson Mandela's “political onientation”’. 


A statement received from the IFF in Johannesburg on 
Tuesday that affixed to the letter was a document 
containing various public statements made by Mr Man- 
dela since his release on February 11, 1990. 


“We have found,” said IFF International Chairman 
Duncan Sellars, “that Mandela's many public statements 
since his release have not been widely reported in the 
U.S. This ts unfortunate, as these statements provide a 
remarkable insight into his views on the use of violence, 
the ANC’s [African National Congress] economic pro- 
gramme, and the close connections Mandela has main- 
tained with such international terrorist figures as 
Mu'‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi and Yasir ‘Arafat.” 


The letter to congressmen makes mention of the fact that 
although President F.W. de Klerk had made a number of 
moves toward reform, including the repeal of the state of 
emergency, the suspension of political trials, and the use 
of the death penalty, as well as entering into negotiations 
with the ANC concerning a new political dispensation, 
Mr Mandela had adamantly refused to abandon the use 
of violence. 


In addition, Duncan Sellars mentioned that this position “1s 
in sharp contrast with the words of the American civil rights 
leader, Martin Luther King in whose mantle Mandela is 
being wrapped, who said: ...The use of violence in our 
struggle would be both useless and immoral.” 
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De Klerk Offers To Meet With COSATU 


MB2006 180490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1751 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] Cape Town June 20 SAPA—The state president, 
Mr F.W.de Klerk, on Wednesday [20 June] invited 
COSATU [Congress ef South African Trade Union] to 
meet him and the minister of manpower, Mr Eli Louw, 
in his Union Building olfice on June 26. 


In a letter written after Wednesday's marathon cabinet 
meeting at his Tuynhuys office, Mr de Klerk said it was 
clear that further deliberations and discussions would be 
in the best interest of workers and employers before 
legislation was concluded. 


He issued the text of this letter to the media just over an 
hour after the cabinets last meeting of the parliamentary 
session ended. 


President de Klerk ended his letter by informing COSATU 
that he was releasing a copy of his letter to the press. 


In its reaction to the dispute today the Democratic 
Party's deputy spokesman on manpower, Mr Tony Leon, 
MP for Houghton, sided with COSATU’s demand that 
the legislation be passed even if Parliament had to be 
recalled to do so. 


On Tuesday the minister, Mr Eli Louw, explained that 
the objections which had greeted the published proposals 
indicated that the government could not proceed with 
legislation until further consultation had taken place. 


The signatories to the agreement which COSATU wanted 
ratified in law represented only 60,000 out of 158,000 
employers and 1.5 million out of 5.5 million workers 
registered with the unemployment insurance fund. 


His offer to pass legislation ratifying the agreement for 
the signatories alone as an interim measure had been 
refused by COSATU, he said. 


Canadian Embassy Confirms Funds for Exiles 


MB2106053690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0048 GMT 21 Jun 90 


[Text] Johannesburg June 20 SAPA [dateline as 
received|—The Canadian Government will provide 
R[Rand]11 million for the repatriation and reintegration 
of South African exiles and political prisoners and has 
already budgeted a total of R35 million this year in 
support of a new South Africa. 


Announcing this in a statement on Wednesday following 
the two-day visit to Canada by ANC [Afmcan National 
Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela, the Cana- 
dian Embassy in Pretoria said its government would 
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provide a further initial R1.1 mullior. to “suppor con- 
Stitutional research and analysis”. 


To this effect, funds will go to such academic institutions 
such as the Wits University Centre for Applied Legal 
Studies, the Community Law Centre at the University of 
the Western Cape, and the Centre for Human Rights 
Studies at the University of Pretoria. 


Help will also be offered to the National Association of 
Democratic Lawyers and to the South Afmcan Education 
Trust Fund to “encourage the exchange of constitutional and 
human rights expertise between Canada and South Africa”. 


Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney also 
announced that the Canadian Dialogue Fund, currently 
at 1.8-million Canadian dollars, would be increased next 
year to 2.3 million dollars (about R5 million) to further 
encourage dialogue and negotiation in South Africa. 


He noted that together with the funds already budgeted for 
education, management training, legal and humanitarian 
assistance, Canada’s contribution to a just non-racial dem- 
ocratic South Africa will total R35 million 1990 


20 June Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2006124790 


[Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC Seeks To ‘Force’ Black Leaders Into ANC Camp— 
“It is a sorry state of affairs when the ANC [Afncan 
National Congress] tries to intimidate homeland leaders— 
and it would be an even sorrier state of affairs if some 
capitulated to this intumidation,” observes Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 19 June in its page 6 
editonal. “However, while President Mangope may have 
to rely on the assistance of the government to forestall a 
second attempt to overthrow him, Chief Buthelezi man- 
ages to keep the ANC from taking control of kwaZulu. 
That does not mean the ANC and its UDF/COSATU 
{United Democratic Front/Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] allies are going to leave Chief Buthelezi in 
peace.” “Mr. Mandela, as we have said often enough, 1s the 
urbane front of the ANC, but behind his mask and that of 
the organisation is a determination to force every Black 
leader into the ANC camp.” 


THE STAR 


Sanctions ‘Clearly’ Begin To ‘Crumble’—‘“Despite the 
European Community's public utterances, both capital 
and trade sanctions are clearly starting to crumble— 
thanks largely to President de Klerk’s accelerated reform 
moves,” notes Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
20 June in a page 18 editorial. “Foreign debt is being 
rolled over, foreign investment 1s starting to return and 
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trade bans are being relaxed. The implied quid pro quo 
for reform is being delivered in stages, and the 
momentum should grow.” But a great deal more is 
needed “openly” so that the “full economic potential of 
South Africa, as well as of the entire sub-continent, can 
be speedily unlocked.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Greater Investment, Emphasis on Export Promotion— 
While the pro-sanctions lobby appears to be winning the 
“emotional debate” there are “hints” that “behind the 
scenes a more dispassionate view 1s taking hold among 
governments and businessmen,” declares Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 June in a page !0 
editorial. The Reserve Bank has indicated the “debt 
crisis 1s over, thanks to the impeccable way the arrange- 
ments have been handled and the changed political 
mood.” “Apart from the investment from Europe and 
Asia, trade with Africa could soon come into the open. 
With gold on the decline and an economic recovery 
likely to be based on exports of manufactured goods, 
there 1s welcome new emphasis on export promotion, 
removing obstacles and simplifying tariff structures.” 


Criticism of SACP Leaders’s Secrecy—A second editorial 
on the same page alludes to the public launch of the South 
African Communist Party (SACP) next month, saying that 
“most SACP leaders—at least those inside South Africa— 
are to acknowledge their positions is welcome. That some 
of the party's central committee will remain in the shadows 
is not.” “While they hide, the party will continue to be 
suspected of infiltrating and manipulating the ANC and 
other organisations. ‘Security’ as a justification for secrecy 
grows less credible cach week.” 


SOWETAN 


Blacks Should Examine Education "Hypocrisy'—“If the 
schools’ crisis is to end, black parents will have to take 
some tough decisions about their children and organisa- 
tions involved in education,” affirms the page 6 editorial 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 20 June. 
“Only the Department of Education and Training is 
being blamed. The children, some of them guilty of 
assaulting teachers and dragging other pupils out of 
classrooms at the point of knives, are the little heroes 
standing up to oppression. The black community nee !s 
to examine this hypocrisy very close...” 


TRANSVALER 


Criticism of Right Wing Vigilante Groups—‘The best 
response to Mr. Mandela's and the ANC’s sanction- 
eering is to win foreign investment confidence by 
showing that despite attempts at disruption the country 
can still stand firmly,” declares Johannesburg TRANS- 
VALER in Afrikaans on 18 June in a page 8 editorial. 
Therefore, Law and Order Minister Viok’s “scathing 
attack on the large numbers of boer commandos and 
vigilante groups that are being established ‘to take over 
police work’ is understandable.” The way these groups 
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do things “is not the answer to the ANC’s and PAC’s 
{[Pan-Africanist Congress] talk of war and will create 
conditions that will bring great <inbayrassment to all.” 


DIE BURGER 


CP Talks With ANC—*The talks which leading Conser- 
vative Party (CP) supporter Professor Carel Beshoff heid 
with the ANC” “touches the heart of the new politics in 
South Afnca,” savs a page 8 editornal in Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 June. “By holding these 
talks Prof. Boshoff has brought trouble for the CP, 
especially because through its criticism of the National 
Party's talks with the ANC it has painted itself into a 
corner. If Dr. Andries Treurnicht wants to be logical, he 
will have to gather the courage to act against h_; party's 
one-man think tank. But will he? The opportunistic CP 
leader's desire for support will certainly ensure that Prof. 
c. shoff can talk with the ANC without being punished 
for it. It « for the same reason that Dr. Treurnicht does 
not distance himself from %)) > (rigger-happy allies mm the 
Afnkaner Resistance Mov ement (AWB). His reaction so 
far to the Boshoff talks shows the CP is still not ready to 
dea) with ihe country’s detnands moderately.” 


* CP ‘People’s Forum’ Discusses Issues 


* Religious References 


YOAF0167A Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afr-kaans 
13 Apr 90 p 6 


{Unattributed article: “Security of Utmost Importance’ 


[Text] “ «he Afrikaner people, loyal to their tradition of 
freedom, have no other choice than to maintain their 
national freedom with all their power, with arms if 
necessary.” 


This was the strongly worded motion adopted by the 
security group. 


“Ministers will also be asked to explain from the pulpit 
and in church publications what the Scriptures have to 
say about the right of a nation to defend itself,” con- 
cluded the group. 


Concern was also expressed about the increasing number 
of blacks in the SAP [South African Police] and the 
SADF [South African Defense Forces], which leads to 
the demoralization of the whites. 


“There is a feeling of despondency among people in the 
SADF, especially with the removal of limits on the ANC 
[African National Congress] and the South African Com- 
munist Party. Our people are beginning to ask: Where ts the 
enemy? Who are actually our enemies? Why do we still need 
training, why do we still need to serve in the military?” 


“To this we want to say that our enemies are still exactly 
the same people—the ANC, the PAC [Pan-Afncan Con- 
gress], and the Communist Party, even if they have 
become legitimate.” 
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* Local Government 


QOAFOI67B Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
13 Apr W p 7 


j{Unattributed article: “Local Governments Opposed To 
Interference” ] 


[Text] “Local governments are sick and tired of being 
crippled by the central government. Under a KP [Conser- 
vative Party] government, the constitution would be 
changed to such an extent that the maximum power of the 
local government would reside in 1,” said Mr. Paul Fouche, 
leader of the discussion group on local government. 


All KP led city councils are also called on to think about 
their continued membership in multiracial municipal 
employers organizations and to think instead about 
having their own white employers organization. 


The issue of continued membership in local government 
in the light of the central government's interference was 
also discussed. 


“The group overwhelmingly decided that the KP should 
be involved in local government settings which have 
been politicized and that the party 1s asked to participate 
in al! elections concerning local government.” 


* Private University 
YOAFO0I67C Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
13 Apr 90 p 7 


{[Unattributed article: “Conservative Academics To 
Form Association” ] 


[Text] An association for conservative academics will be 
established nationwide by all academic centers. 


This was one of the most important results achieved by 
the people's forum discussion group on academic affairs 
led by Professor P.S. Dreyer. “We want to make an 
appeal to conservative academics who are capable of 
criticizing the leftist ideology and thus stand up and say 
what they have to say,” said Dr. Dreyer. 


He also made an appeal to academics to show their political 
colors and to provide leadership for the students. 
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The idea of a private university is also being considered. 


* Organized Culture 
YOAFU167DB Pretoria DIE PATRICT in Afrikaans 
13 Apr p 4 


[Unattributed article: “Culture Is a Priority” ] 


[Text] “Culture ts the black earth which nurtures a 
people's desire te be a people. Organized culture is the 
manner in whics the Afnkaners take care of their 
future.” said the leader of the group on culture, C.L. 
(Mossie) van den Berg. 


“If this is lost, then everything 1s tost. If it remains intact, 
then there is enough persistence to continue to fight the 
battle.” 


* White Self-Sufficiency 
YOAFOI67E Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
13 Apr 90 p 6 


[La tatibuted article: “Self-Sufficiency Necessary for 
White Survival™] 


[Text] White self-sufficiency must be developed into a 
culture, the discussion group of businessmen at the 
people’ forum decided. 


The discussion group, led by the Conservative leader 
from the Free State Mr. Cehill Pienaar, also set up a 
continuation committee which will serve as advice body 
on economic affairs for Conservative spokespeopice. 


“We must identify and support our own businessmen 
and people. That can only produce good fruit,” said Mr. 
Pienaar. 


“We must also promote whiie self-sufficiency because 
the main undesirable element in our society *s the fact 
that we are dependent on black labor.” 


“That will be our downfall if we do not do something about 
it. White self-sufficiency should become a culture.” 


“In educating our children, ineir attention must be drawn to 
the fact that just as the Romans fell as a result of their 
dependence on other people, no people can really be inde- 
pendent if they are constantly dependent on others.” 
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Angola 


Information Ministry Communique on Peace Talks 


MB2006195090 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1845 GMT 20 Jun Yo 


{Communique issued by the Information Ministry in 
Luanda on 20 June— ead by announcer] 


[Text] Angolan Government and UNITA [Natronal 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] delega- 
tions met in Ociras, Portugal from 16 to 18 June 1990 to 
examine ways to establish a definitive cease-fire in the 
People’s Republic of Angola. This second direct meeting 
between both sides was unexpectedly interrupted by 
UNITA, which claimed that it needed to hold high- level 
consultations on this issue in Jamba. 


This 1s an inconsistent pretext, for the theme of the talks 
was known beforehand. It once again shows UNITA’s 
unpreparedness to discuss with the slightest seriousness 
matters that concern the destiny of Angola. 


The Angolan Government alerts domestic and interna- 
tional public opinion to yet another one of UNITA’s 
delaying tactics. Failing to disclose its true intentions, 
UNITA 1s (°contradicting) its alleged desire to establish 
peace, and this only serves to unyieldingly protract the 
suffering of the Angolan people and the destruction of 
their socioeconomic infrastructures. 


With such an irresponsible attitude, UNITA ts unequiv- 
ocally delaying the country’s stability plan, a plan that 1s 
an indispensable basis for wider democrat'zation and the 
creation of favorable conditions for establishing the 
multiparty system which UNITA claims for the country. 


The Angolan Government remains fully committed to 
making all efforts to hold talks aimed at establishing an 
effecitwe cease-fire leading to the just and lasting peace 
desiredi by the Angolan people. Likewise, it expresses its 
trust in the Portuguese Government and encourages it to 
continue its good offi —s. 


However, in view of yet another deliberate action to 
undermine peace efforts, the Angolan Government for- 
mally warns UNITA officials about the [words indis- 
tinct] consequences, and it is willing to employ ail its 
resources against any intentions aimed at continuing the 
war, terrorism, and massacres of the Angolan people. 


[Issued] Office of the minister of information, Luanda, 
20 June 1990, the year of the third party congress and the 
broadening of democracy 


[Signed] Minister Boaventura Cardoso 
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Namibia 


Secretary Outlines South African Visa Plans 


MB2106054190 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
2247 GMT 20 Jin 96 


[Text] Windhoek June 20 SAPA—Namubian and South 
African authorities have agreed that no visas would be 
required from citizens travelling between the two coun- 
tries before the end of the year, Home Affairs Permanent 
Secretary Ndali Kamati, said on Wednesday. 


In a statement issued in Windhoek, Mr Kamat: said SA 
and Namubian citizens must be in possession of their 
respective identity or travel documents or SA or 
Namibian passports when travelling between the neigh- 
bouring states. After December 31, citizens of both 
countries would be required to present valid national 
passports to gain entry into e:ther country. 


A citizen of a foreign country, with permanent residence 
in SA or Namibia and travelling on South African or 
Namibian documents between the two countries, would 
have to submit proof of permanent residence before 
being allowed to cross the border. 


The Home Affairs Ministry advised in such cases people 
should use the passports of their own countries and in which 
proof of permanent residence has been endorsed by SA or 
Nemibian authorities. Citizens from foreign countries, 
without permanent residence in either country, required 
passports, as well as visas for Namibia, unless exempted 
from visa requirements, the statement said. 


Government Signs Technical Accord With Nigeria 


MB2006153790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1449 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] Windhoek, June 20, SAPA—The Governments of 
Nigeria and Namibia have signed an agreement concerning 
technical assistance to the newly-independent Namibia. 


Acting Foreign Affairs Minister Mr. Hidipo Hamutenya 
and Nigeria’s high commissioner to Namibia, Mr. 
Edward Aina, signed the agreement in Windhoek on 
Wednesday [20 ‘une]. 


Describing Migeria as the “giant of Africa’ with 16 
universities producing an average 7,000 graduates annu- 
ally, Mr. Hamutenya said the country had offered 
Namibia the use of specialised personnel in a number of 
fields. The programme would be known as the Technical 
Assistance Corps Programme. 


The Nigerian Government would bear the salary and 
travel expenses of the people taking part in the project. 
Mr. Hamutenya said. 
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Seychelles 
* Central Bank Report on Economy Discussed 


* Prospects for Growth Bright 
340006864 Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 16 May 90 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Seychelles’ prospects for economic growth look 
sound for 1990 and beyond, the Centra! Sank has said, 
with the islands well placed to compete fu: a bigger share 
of Europe's long-haul holiday market after 1992. 


However, a 46 percent drop in the world price of canned 
tuna has severely hit the Conserveries de Ocean Indien 
(COl) which will need “every assistance” to see it 
through the current depression in the industry (see 
accompanying story). 


Macroeconomic policy also faces a “formidable” task in the 
years to come. the Central Bank says in its just published 
annual report on the economy, and “the current high level 
of growth may require moderation” due to serious supply 
constraints and the country’s lack of skilled manpower. 


(Macroeconomics takes an overall look at the country’s 
economic and financial situation in contrast to microeco- 
nomics, which deals with the behaviour of individual mar- 
kets, households and firms. Macro issues usually involve 
government fiscal policy and monetary control, and focus 
on aggregates like the rate of economic growth, the level of 
employment, the balance of payments, inflation and so on.) 


Nevertheless, “looking ahead beyond 1990, the economy's 
growth prospects remain sound,” the Central Bank s \ys. 


“Tourism, the mainstay is well placed to compet: fo. a 
larger share of the long-haul holiday market which can be 
expected to expand sgnificantly beyond 1992. following 
the complete deregulation of Europe.” 


Reliable airlinks with the Far East should help diversify 
the country’s tourist markets, the Bank says, thus 
reducing the industry's vulnerability to an economic 
slump in any one region. 


“With improved connections to the Far East, the huge 
U.S. market and also the Australasian market should 
become more accessible, reducing further the country’s 
current dependence on Europe,” the Bank adds. 


Seychelles currently gets 82 percent of its tourists from 
Europe, with the United States and Oceania together 
providing a mere two percent. 


The Central Bank also points to Seychelles’ strategic 
location in the Indian Ocean as another avenue of 
growth, albeit a medium-term one. 


The islands are well placed as a transhipment point in 
the Western Indian Ocean, not only for tuna, “for which 
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it boasts an impressive record already.” but also for one 
staple commodities such as o1!, the Pank points out. 


But while the major sectors—tournsm and, despite the 
COI setback, fisherres—are poised to grow further. “cer- 
tain trends in the economy remain worrisome.” 


Servicing the external debt—the so-called transfer bur- 
den—will continue to weigh heavily on the budget in 
1990 and “somewhat beyond.” 


“Moreover, even with the anticipated narrowing of the 
fiscal deficu. demand for foreign payments will remain 
strong on account of the large existing stock of domestic 
liquidity.” the Bank says. 


The major challenge in both the immediate and medium 
terms wll therefore be to restrain domestic demand, 
witheut wviuly stifling growth, “within bounds consis- 
tent with a moderate built-up of external reserves.” 


“In order to reconcile these conflicting policy demands, 
improved articulation amongst fiscal, external and mon- 
elary policy instruments would appear 1o be impera- 
trve,”” the Bank stresses. 


* Diversification Urged 
34000686B Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 16 May 90 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Seychelles is to further diversify its tuna exports to 
avoid excessive reliance on just one (ype of product, the 
Central Bank says in its 1989 report on the economy. 


The announcement follows a R13-million or 22 ;er cent 
drop in export earnings at the Conserveries de Ocean 
Indien (COI) tuna canning factory last year, clouding 
immediate prospects for further growth in industria! 
fishing, the Bank says. 


Production at the factory slipped from 17 millon cans in 
1988 to aro .nd 15 millon cans last year, “largely as a result 
of adverse external developments,” the Central Bank says. 


The world price of canned tuna reportedly fell from U.S.$35 
a carton in mid-year to U.S.$19 a carton by the year's end. 


“This development has contributed in no small way toa 
R13 million drop in export earnings to R44 million.” the 
Bank says, adding that this “has unfortunately jeopar- 
dised the financial position of the canning factory.” 


“In view of the emoloyment implications of this industry 
and its significance in the overall industrial fishing 
strategy.” the Bank adds, “every assistance—managerial 
or otherwise—is being povided to the industry to ensure 
that this temporary setback is overcome.” 


Looking to the future, the Central Bank report says that 
“in the immediate term, prospects for industrial fisheries 
are somewhat clouded.” 
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With the drop in the price of canned tuna and stagnating 
demand. the canning factory faces a difficult future, it says. 


“Nevertheless, this setback should not detract from the 
immens¢ export potential of .rozen and sashimi gradc 
tuna, particularly to the Far East. 


“Notwithstanding the difficulties involved in harvesting 
and marketing high quality tuna, efforts will be made to 
tap this lucrative and promising market in the near 
future,” says the Central Bank report. 


* Defense Academy Prepares To Open 
34000687 Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 25 May 90 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The Seychelles Defence Academy, which will be 
officially inaugurated on June 2, yesterday received a 
momento and a set of magnetic compasses from India, 
which is also providing advisers to help set up and run 
the training establishment. 


The gifts were presented to the Chief of Staff of the 
Seychelles People’s Defense Forces (SPDF), Mr. James 
Michel, by Indiar high commissioner Mrs. Chokila lyer. 


The ceremony at the Central Bank building, where Mr. 
Michel's offices as Minister of Finance are located, tock 
place in the presence Lieutenant.Colonel R.K. Karwal, a 
senior adviser who since last year has been helpine to set 
up the academy on South-East Island. 


Thanking the Indian Government, Mr. Michel noted that 
with the Institution's inauguration only a few days away, the 
presentation was both “appropriate anc tmely”. 


He said the academy would meet the training needs of 
the SPDF, its paramilitary forces and the police as well. 


Mr. Michel also thanked india for sending advisers to help 
set up the academy and acsist the SPDF in training its forces. 


“The status of cooperation between our two countries 
and defence forces has been very good over the past years 
and this presentation is further indication of this posi- 
tive development,” the SPDF Chief of Staff said. 


Pointing out the Detence Academy was the first of its 
kind in the region, Mrs. lyer explained that the 
momento, a bust made of gun metal, came from Lt-col 
Karwal’s regiment in Uttar Pradesh. 


“| think it 1s most appropriate that the first momento which 
we are presenting should come from that regiment,” she said. 


The Indian high commissioner noted that cooperation 
between the two governments had been “very close” and 
that India had from the initial stages done what had been 
possible to help Seychelles in defence. 
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The set of 20 magnetic compasses will help troops at the 
academy in map-making and reading. 


Zimbabwe 


*Nen-Gradvate Teachers’ Dismissed for Striking 
MB210606239¢ Johannesburg SAPA in Er-glish 
0105 GMT 21 Jun 90 


{ Text] Harare June 20 SAPA [dateline as received]—The 
Zimbabwe Government has dismissed more than 1,000 
non-graduate teachers who participated in a two-week 
strike for more pay, reports ZIA'NA news agency. 


In a special statement to Parliament ov Wednesday, Educa- 
tion and Culture Minister Fay Chu ig, said 83? of the 
teachers dismissed were from Harare where the strike began 
in late May. She said the dismissea teachers would be 
replaced immediately by retired qualified teachers and final 
year students from various teacher training colleges. 


Chung said teachers who felt they had been unfairly 
dismissed could appea! directly to the ministry. Heads of 
scholls who had madz false reports would be suspended. 
Teachers who returned to work on June 6 would not be 
punished but would be granted unpaid leave for the days 
they were on strikes. June 6 was the deadline set by 
government when it invoked state of emergency regula- 
tions to outlaw strikes by civil servants. Teachers who 
reported back on June 7 and 8 were dismissed but could 
apply for re-admission and could be engaged without 
loss of status or salary, although the ministry could reject 
certain applications, where the individuals were found 
guilty of some misconduct. Chung said re-admuitied 
teachers would also be required to apply for leave 
without pay for the days they were on strike. 


“There was, unfortunately, a hard core of teachers who were 
not prepared to co-operate and who, 1t would seem, were 
determined to see the whole education system collapse. 


“The government's position is very clear at a time when 
it has set its mind to improve the economy and to 
provide work for all so that the one million unemployed 
today can be employed within a short space of time; it 
cannot afford to be held to ransom by strikers, whose 
strikes, whether intentionally or unintentionally, will 
bring the economy to a standstill,” she said. 


Chung conceded that the firing of the teachers would 
affect the education system but said her ministry had 
decided that it was better to sacrifice 1,011 teachers than 
“destroy the economy as a whole”. 


She said her ministry felt the teachers strike was unnec- 
essary as it would not achieve anything besides dis- 
rupting childrens’ educations and the economy. Her 
ministry and that of the public service had on numerous 
occasions discussed with the teachers’ representatives 
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but the teachers had taken such meetings as a weakness 
on the par’ of government. By continuing to strike, she 
said, teachers had removed the matter from her ministry 
and put it into the Sands of government as a whole. 


She said her ministry would immediately conduct a 
crash teacher training course for some of the thousands 
of people who registered when government appealed for 
assistance at the height of the strike. Another 4,000 
teachers were expected to graduate by the end of the year 
from various colleges and the University of Zimbabwe. 
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“Whereas in the past it was my ministry's policy to place 
newly qualified teachers in rural areas, next year we will 
make an exception by making appointments to Harare to 
ensure that the proportion of qualified teachers is main- 
tained,” she said. 


Chung said her ministry was always sympathetic about 
teachers conditions of service, adding that, although her 
ministry's budget, 88 percent of which was devoted to 
teachers salaries, had increased 10-fold since indepen- 
dence, inflation had severely affected salaries. 


FBIS-AFR-90-120 
21 June 1990 


Benin 


Students Hold Demonstration in Cotonou 


AB2006063690 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 19 Jun 90 


[Text] [Recording of students shouting] These shouts 
were those of students who had gathered in front the 
prime minister’s office this morning. This was after a 
protest march through the streets of Cotonou. The stu- 
dents were unhappy about (?the lack of improvement) in 
their work conditions. Among their demands were: the 
payment of outstanding scholarships and allowances for 
the invalid academic year; the regularity of payment of 
scholarships for the current year; alleviation of transpor- 
tation problems; health facilities; etc. Here is an excerpt 
of the protest note handed to the head of government: 


[Begin unidentified student recording] We students of 
the National University of Benin, demand: the imme- 
diate revitalization of health facilities at the three cam- 
puses; the immediate repair of minibuses before the 2 
July school reopening; the drawing up of a precise 
timetable prior to the starting of scholarship and allow- 
ance payments for the 1988-89 invalid academic year; 
the taking of steps to ensure regular payment of scholar- 
ships; the equipping of the Abome Kalavi Campus with 
an ambulance; the equiping of campuses with health 
facilities which are effectively op«rational, with ade- 
quate human and pharmaceutical resources; the exten- 
sion of premises meant for academic activity to ensure 
better housing for students; a better policy in the recruit- 
ment of teachers to keep in tune with the requirements of 
the much promised high standards; a rehauling of our 
libraries. [end recording] 


Prime Minist’i Nicephore Soglo, after hearing the 
remaining poruon of this note, explained to the students 
the economic situation of our country. To back his point, 
he cited the real difficulties of the country. 


[Begin Soglo recording] I note that you are making use of 
democracy, which is a good thing and, as I said to all who 
came here, you have the right to express your feelings. 
This is the essence of the process that was begun at the 
Hotel (KLM) Alajo, but as I also said to others who came 
to see me, we are the public trustees of a system in 
bankruptcy. We took over from a regime of national 
bankruptcy, and you know it. I am, therefore, completely 
serene in the work we are doing. We are going about it, I 
say, methodically and without rush. 


Today, our government is exactly three months old. We 
can be proud of what we have achieved. As I have stated, 
this transition period will be tackled in three phases, and 
nothing can make me deviate from the course we have 
set for ourselves. We will tell the nation the truth, in total 
openness, starting with you. 


The first thing is that as soon as I assumed office with my 
government, we piedged to set the nation back to work 
and to try to save the current academic year We held 
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Giscussions with all your unions, and naturally, we 
undertook projects according to our resources, because 
the financial situation is well-known. 


Regarding the banking system, there is the risk of a 
freeze of 113 billion CFA francs credit. Next, the for vign 
debt—these are figures—amounting to nearly 250 b: .ion 
CFA francs. The domestic debt is 76 billion CFA francs. 
This is the stark reality and, naturally, what we projected 
as revenue for each month, at the beginning of the year, 
was 1.7 billion CFA francs, whereas for salaries and 
scholar..:ips alone, 2.4 billion CFA francs was required; 
for pensions, 300 million CFA francs. Above all, the 
system had to be made to function. Thus, 500 million 
CFA francs is required. These are the figures. It is with 
these figures that we are compelled to manage. 


That is the first reality. And, as I have stated, we settled 
down to work. The first thing we did was to pay the arrears 
for this year to enable those who had lo: their dignity 
altogether to C-aw their salaries, their scholarships, their 
allowances. We are still in the process of doing that and | 
assure you tiat nothing will divert us from that course. 
People have come to see me from the Benin Commercial 
Bank and elsewhere. I received them, but Kerekou and his 
team did not leave a single ounce of gold behind. On the 
contrary, they left nothing but debts, and you know this. I 
assure you here that unless people are against democracy, 
there are people who thought immediately | assumed 
office simply because there had been red terror, there 
would have to be white terror. [sentence as heard] Well, we 
are not, so to speak, of that nature. Those are enemies of 
freedom, but one may say that they have the freedom to 
express themselves. But the people, in my opinion, are 
sufficiently, let us say, mature. 


I have always said that one must consider the Beninese 
people as a mature people. We have set up a timetable 
for our work. I have always said that the most important 
thing is to, first, establish a definite timetable to receive 
grievances and to attempt to satisfy them gradually 
within the limits of our financial resources. We cannot 
go and ask other countries to pay our salaries, since we 
are already asking them for money for development. | 
would like you to be aware of this. Since his appoint- 
ment, the minister of finance has disbursed the equiva- 
lent of 120 billion [currency not specified] for the pay- 
ment of arrears and scholarships alone. This is a 
substantial amount of money. We had to find this money 
and we are going to continue in the same vein to solve 
our problems. We are giving you the figures. As soon as 
we have the means and resources, I will leave, say very 
soon, to hold discussions with our partners, and to 
literally plead our country’s case. You are not the only 
ones in this situation. Apart from students, there are 
unemployed graduates, the destitute, and the tortured. 
We also have those who are virtually hopeless. There are 
bakrupt banks that have closed down. There are 40 
companies in this country which are currently bankrupt 
[words indistinct]. There are also numerous small and 
medium scale enterprises to which we owe money. In 
regard to privatization, these companies must be able to 
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work, earn money, and be in a position to absorb the 
unemployed on the labor market. These are the realities 
we are having to contend with. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Rebels Take Cestos; Curfew Imposed at Bong Mines 


AB2006184190 Paris AFP in English 1824 GMT 
20 Jun 90 


[Text] Monrovia, June 20 (AFP)}—Rebels fighting to 
unseat President Samuel Doe have captured Cestos City 
in Liberia’s Rivercess County some 200 kilometers (120 
miles) east of here, travellers fleeing the fighting said 
here Wednesday. 


Some 5,000 people live in Cestos City, which lies about 
80 kilometers (50 miles) east of Buchanan, the headquar- 
ters of the rebel National Patriotic Front (NPFL) First 
Battalion in rebel-held Grand Bassa County. 


The witnesses said the rebels executed five persons after 
taking Cestos City, but did not say when the town was 
attacked. 


They said the NPFL force commander in Rivercess was 
living in the residence of Rivercess County Superintendent 
Morris Kaba, who is now in Monrovia. It was the first report 
of fighting near the Atlantic coast east of Buchanan. 


Travellers said the rebel forces were also occupying the 
compounds of the Open Bible Standard Mission and the 
Liberia Inland Mission, two of three missionary groups 
operating in Rivercess County. 


Deputy Information Minister Moses Washington told 
AGENCE FRANCE- PRESSE he had received uncon- 
firmed reports of killings in Rivercess against members 
of Mr. Doe’s Krahn tribe, Mandingos, a group of Muslim 
traders accused of supporting the government and per- 
sons holding membership cards of the ruling National 
Democratic Party of Liberia (NDPL). 


On reports that rebels cut communication links between 
Rivercess and Monrovia, Mr. Washington said lines had 
not been working since Monday, but suggested that the 
problem could be technical. 


Meanwhile, residents of Careysburg about 30 kilometers 
(20 miles) outside Monrovia have denied reports of 
fighting in the area, while security authorities 
Wednesday told journalists two people were killed this 
week in clashes in the Upper Careysburg district. 


The authorities said the victims of the fighting which began 
Monday were Fulani tribesmen from neighboring Guinea. 


Careysburg district, where the Voice of America relay 
station is located, is the last gateway city to Monrovia 
which rebels have been targeting for the past three weeks. 


Security forces Tuesday turned back travellers who 
attempted to visit Upper Careysburg, saying it was 
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“unsafe for civilians to travel there.”’ They said the entire 
Careysburg city has been “fortified with additional sol- 
diers and police officers.” 


In another development, witnesses fleeing rebel-held 
Bong County to Monrovia on Wednesday told AFP the 
rebels have imposed an 18-hour curfew extending from 3 
P.M. to 9 A.M. at the Bong iron ore mines 70 kilometers 
(43 miles) north of here. The witnesses also said the 
rebels executed four persons who have allegedly com- 
mitted “crimes against the people,” but did not say when 
the killings took place. Mr. Washington said authorities 
“do not know what’s happening in Bong mines.” 


The rebels captured the West German-run Bong Iron 
Ore Mining Company three weeks ago in their drive for 
Monrovia. Germans and other expatriates were evacu- 
ated from the mine on a West German air force plane 
last week via Freetown, Sierra Leone. 


Government Officials, NPFL Suspend Talks 


AB1606224090 Paris AFP in English 2233 GMT 
16 Jun 90 


[Text] Freetown, June 16 (AFP)—Liberian Government 
officials and National Patriotic Front (NPFL) rebels 
Saturday recessed round table talks over ways to end a 
six-month civil war without a ceasefire agreement but 
with a promise to “exercise self-restraint in the use of 
military force.” 


In a statement issued jointly by the government and the 
NPEL, the two sides also promised to exercise restraint 
in “public pronouncements during the recess.” 


The statement said the two sides will resume talks with 
Liberia’s Inter-faith Mediating Committee on Monday, 
June 25, but did not say where the talks are to be held. 


It said the two sides would recess “to allow for consultations 
between the delegations and their respective principals on 
one hand, and the Inter-faith Mediation Committee and the 
respective leaders of the government and the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia on the other.” 


When the talks resume, all issues advanced by the two 
sides “will be further negotiated and resolved.” 


The statement also said humanitarian aid would be allowed 
to flow freely to displaced persons on boths sides.” 


Emerging from 10 hours of deliberations Saturday at the 
U.S. Embassy here, NPFL delegation leader Tom 
Woewiyu told journalists the two sides were “closer to 
peace” than when the talks started here Tuesday. 


Inter-faith Committee chairman Levee Moulton told 
journalists that the talks would resume “hopefully” in 
Freetown. The church delegation is to leave the Sierra 
Leone capital on Monday. He declined to say if the 
restraint of military force amounted to a ceasefire or not. 


On the movement of humanitarian aid, the statement 
said “the personnel, carriers, as well as the relief supplies 
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shall be subject to examination, inspection and scrutiny 
by representatives of the government of Liberia anu the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia.” 


It added that the Inter-faith Mediation Committee should 
coordinate the transport and inspection of relief aid 
“between the two zones of conflict during the negotiations.” 


NPFL rebels, led by fugitive former civil servant Charles 
Taylor, launched their bid to unseat Liberian President 
Samuel Doe last December in Liberia’s northeastern 
Nimba County. 


Rebel forces have pushed their way to within 30 miles 
(50 kilometers) of the Liberian capital Monrovia. 


Observers said there has been slow progress in the talks as 
rebels have demanded Mr. Doe’s resignation, a position 
which sources close to the NPFL said has not been altered. 


The two sides only put out other communique during the 
week of talks. In a statement late Wednesday, they 
condemned the killing and harassment of innocent civil- 
ians by government troops and insurgents. 


More than 1,000 people have been killed since t?e 
fighting erupted on Christmas Eve. 


About 150,000 Liberians have been forced to take refuge 
in neighboring Ivory Coast, Guinea and most recently 
Sierra Leone where the peace talks have been held. 


Nigeria’s Babangida Offers To Mediate Talks 


AB1906 160390 Paris AFP in English 1544 GMT 
19 Jun 90 


[Text] Lagos, June 19 (AFP)}—Nigeria’s military leader 
General Ibrahim Babangida offered on Tuesday to play 
“‘a more active mediatory role” in the peace talks the 
Liberian Government has started with rebels. 


He suggested using the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) as a vehicle for getting the two 
sides to resume talks. 


The parley in the Sierra Leone capital Freetown has been 
adjourned until June 25 without any ceasefire agreement. 


Gen. Babangida made his offer in response to a message 
from Togo’s President Gnassingbe Eyadema, who said 
the talks had been suspended “due to the absence of a 
strong mediator.” 


Gen. Babangida said the countries of the sub-region 
ought to work together to prevent the Liberian conflict 
from “degenerating.” 


Seven Ministers, Top Officials Abandon Posts 


AB2006 162390 Paris AFP in French 1422 GMT 
20 Jun 90 


[Text] Monrovia, 20 Jun (AFP)—Seven Liberian minis- 
ters, over a third of the government, have reportedly 
abandoned their posts during official missions abroad 
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and are searching for a host country, it has been learned 
from very reliable sources in Monrovia. 


A dozen other top functionaries and banking officials 
have followed in their steps, thus depriving a large part 
of the administrative machinery of management per- 
sonnel, it was stated by the same sources in the Liberian 
capital, where there is general concern for the advance- 
ment of the rebels of the National Patriotic Front 
(NPFL) led by Charles Taylor. 


The Liberian authorities have neither denied nor inval- 
idated this information. Informed sources, however, 
have stated that President Samuel Doe has ordered his 
ministers “to return immediately or face dismissal.” 


The seven “absentees” are Messrs. Rudolph Johnson 
(Foreign Affairs), Emmanuel Shaw (Finance), Elijah 
Taylor (Planning and Economic Affairs—no relation to 
the rebel leader), Yudu Gray (Public Works), Anthu- 
mana Kromah (Internal Affairs), Scott Gblorquo Toweh 
(Agriculture), and Mrs. Martha Sendolo-Belleh (Health). 


Messrs. Johnson and Shaw are currently reported to be 
in the United States. Mr. Johnson is said to have left a 
resignation letter on his office desk before leaving. His 
finance counterpart has reportedly refused to return 
home, yielding to family pressure. 


Mrs. Sendolo-Belleh was representing Liberia at the 
WHO conference in Geneva; Mr. Taylor went to Banjul 
(Gambia) for the Economic Community for West 
African States (ECOWAS) summit; and Mr. Anthumana 
Kromah disappeared in Guinea after delivering a mes- 
sage from President Doe to President Lansana Conte. 


There is no news in Monrovia of the whereabouts of Mr. 
Augustus Caine, the chairman of the National Democratic 
Party of Liberia (NDPL, the ruling party), or Mr. Yancy 
Peters-Flah, the deputy minister for Presidential Affairs. 


The following officials are reported to have left Liberia: 
Mr. Patrick Kugmeh, the press attache of President 
Samuel Doe; Mr. Wilfried Clark, the director of police; 
and Mr. David Zankpa, a parliamentary representative 
of Nimba County (where the rebellion broke out); Mr. 
Emmanuel Gardiner, the director of budget; Mr. 
Thomas Hansen, the director of the Central Bank; and 
Mr. Francis Horton, his deputy; Mr. Christopher Neyor, 
the director of the National Electricity Company; Mr. 
Francis Dunbar, the official in charge of the Free Port of 
Monrovia; Mrs. Aletha Johnson, the director of the 
Marketing Board, and her two deputies and the financial 
auditor. 


Religious Groups Threaten To Hold Protest March 


AB1506183290 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 15 Jun 90 


[Excerpts] The Liberian Council of Churches [LCC] and the 
Muslim Council say if one more person is killed or molested 
in the country, they would march on the Executive Council 
and the Defense Ministry with their Bibles and Korans. The 
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groups -nade the statement yesterday when they addressed a 
crowd of some 4,000 persons representing the various 
religious denominations in the country. The crowd had 
gathered at the Centenary Pavilion at the end of a peace 
walk organized by both groups to denounce the continuous 
wanton killings and harassments either by armed men or 
people not interested in peace in the wake of current crisis in 
the country. 


A local daily today said that the new position by the 
religious leaders was sounded by the pastor of the Elizah 
Turner Memorial AME [African Methodist Episcopal] 
Church on Kemp Johnson Road, Reverend D. Veronica 
Daniels, Jr. He [as heard] said that if one more person is 
killed or harassed, we would march on the Executive 
Mansion and the Ministry of Defense with our Bibles 
and Korans to present our grievances. 


The Christian community and the National Muslim 
Council [NMC] yesterday issued a statement calling on 
the Government of Liberia and the National Patriotic 
Front to agree to an immediate cease-fire to be moni- 
tored and supervised by an acceptable peace-keeping 
force. [passage omitted] 


The National Muslim Council of Liberia and the 
Council of Churches have also called on the Liberian 
Government to take the necessary steps to ensure disci- 
pline in the Liberian Army and prevent soldiers and 
armed men from intruding into homes and institutions. 
The statement, read by the pastor of the Mount Galilee 
Baptist Church on behalf of the LCC and the NMC, said 
these men forcibly take away and kill defenseless and 
innocent citizens and residents. 


Religious Mediators Seek Meeting With Taylor 


AB2006175490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Text] Religious leaders mediating the Liberian peace 
talks in Freetown, Sierra Leone, are reportedly consid- 
ering a conference with the leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL], Mr. Charles Taylor. 


According to a local daily, the meeting will center around 
the present crisis in the country. This was disclosed to 
reporters yesterday by Bishop Roland Digs of the 
Lutheran Church, who is also spokesman for the inter- 
faith mediating committee, following the committee’s 
briefing of church leaders on the level of peace talks. 


Bishop Digs said arrangements were under way for such 
a meeting with Charles Taylor, but indicated no date and 
place for the meeting. The local daily quoted the inter- 
faith committee spokesman as saying: We want to meet 
Taylor. We want to get to him too. We have always met 
President Doe, but not Taylor. He pointed out that the 
committee would meet President Doe this week to 
abreast him on issues highlighted at the Freetown peace 
talks and the results therefrom. 
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Should the peace talks yield no success, Bishop Digs said 
the next option would be left with the National Legisla- 
ture to decide, adding: We are only a referee and a 
communicator in the peace talks. 


The clergyman then dispelled reports that the talks 
ended in 2 deadlock. Instead, he said there were several 
breakthroughs, one of them being that both parties to the 
conflict agreed to assemble and discuss and agreed on 
how to talk to one another and use constraints not to get 
(?into any armed conflicts). 


Bishop Digs said that despite the National Patriotic 
Front’s demand for President Doe’s resignation and the 
president's refusal to step down to give way to a neutral 
caretaker government, he foresees prospects in the next 
round of peace talks in Freetown. 


Information Minister Says Doe Will Not Resign 


AB2106102890 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2030 GMT 20 Jun 90 


[Summary From Poor Reception] “Information Min- 
ister Emmanuel Bowier has reiterated that President 
Doe will not resign simply because of pressures from a 
few individuals in the country or anywhere else. Minister 
Bowier further reiterated that the president cannot and 
will not step down because the National Patriotic Front 
leader, Charles Taylor, says he should resign.” 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] My first question 
is that the leader of the National Patriotic Front, Mr. 
Taylor, is insisting that the crisis will continue if President 
Doe does not resign. “The president is saying that he will 
not resign his post as president of this country.” I would like 
to know whether there is any way of preventing military 
confrontation within the city of Monrovia. My second 
question is: You as chairman of the governing board of 
directors of the Liberia Broadcasting System, I would like to 
know when the retransmission of BBC Focus on Africa 
program resumes on the national radio? 


[Bowier] Everybody hears about Liberia any one day we 
have a crisis here. No one cares when you have inaugu- 
rations. You can dedicate 20 schools, health services, it 
does not matter. But if one government official is sacked 
because of corruption, it becomes international problem. 
People of the Third World are confronted by all sorts of 
restrictions, and I believe it is the reason for which we 
need a new communication order. Okay, you are saying 
that despite all the government is doing, Mr. Taylor says 
the president should resign. Let me ask a simple ques- 
tion: “Did Mr. Taylor elect Doe alone, or did the people 
of Liberia elect Doe? If the people of Liberia (?want him) 
to resign, the people are there to say so.”’ So no one has 
any righi to say the government should resign. Where are 
the people? Where are our representatives. Why can’t 
they talk. If some people want to talk, why don’t they 
talk? Why hide behind Taylor and use him as a scape- 
goat? Taylor says, Taylor says, Taylor says.... Leave 
Taylor alone. If the people of Liberia want the president 
to resign, they will say so. Do not hide behind Taylor. 
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Taylor says this, Taylor says that; Taylor says.... “*Presi- 
dent Doe will not resign. Thank you very much!” [end 
recording} 


Embezzlement Charge: Dropped Against Taylor 


AB2006184990 Paris AFP in French 1714 GMT 
20 Jun 90 


{Text} Monrovia, 20 Jun (AFP)}—The Liberian Government 
today dropped embezzlement charges against Charles 
Taylor, the leader of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL), who ts no longer an “outlaw,” Information Min- 
ister Emmanuel Bowier announced today. 


Mr. Bowier explained that this decision is part of the 
general amnesty that President Samuel Doe granted on 
Monday [18 June] to all rebels implicated in antigovern- 
ment activities since 1980. 
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Mr. Taylor, a former high-ranking government func 

tionary, was being pursued by the authorities who have 
accused him of having misappropriated $! million 
belonging to the state while he was the director general of 
the agency responsible for procurement of government 
supplies. He left Liberia in 1984, the same year he 
became the deputy minister of commerce. 


If Mr. Taylor comes to Liberia and wants to speak to the 
president, “the necessary protocol arrangements will be 
made” to make the meeting possible, Mr. Bowier specified. 


The rebels, who are under the leadership of Charles 
Taylor, have pushed to within 50 km of the capital, 
Monrovia, since launching an offensive against the gov- 
ernment in northeast Liberia in December 1989. 


END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
/f g. var [GY 


